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From Pastor Dana 

“Will our anniversary always be in Lent?”  

This is a question that popped up recently at my house. When Victoria and I 

set the date of the wedding last year, a March ceremony made a lot of sense. 

However, the church’s liturgical calendar does not always line up well with 

all the other schedules in life. For example, I was a big proponent of an April 

1 wedding (foolishly in love/I am a fool for you… makes total sense, right?), 

but that is the day before Palm Sunday this year. A honeymoon during Holy 

Week didn’t seem like it would fly!  

[Sidenote: I am grateful to Faith for working with me and for Pastor Joan for 

covering services while I am away. The wedding was set before I accepted 

the call, and the council and everyone has been very gracious in working 

around it. I know it’s a little odd to be here 2 months and then take off for a 

few weeks. Thank you for being understanding and supportive.]  

Accordingly, we settled on March 4. Which is during Lent this year, but won’t be in 2025, 2030, or 2038. 

And if we’re still around in 2071, our 48th anniversary would fall on Ash Wednesday itself. This raises 

the question: why does the church’s calendar change so much?  Unlike the celebration of our Lord’s 

birth on December 25th, the date of Easter changes from year to year. The earliest possible date for East-

er is March 22nd and the latest is April 25th.  With this shift of the date of Easter, many other important 

events change from year to year as well. This has led to the term “moveable feast” to denote those im-

portant celebrations in the church year that move around from year to year.  

Two examples: Ash Wednesday occurs 46 days prior to Easter in the western church (Lutherans, An-

glicans, Roman Catholics, etc.) to allow for 40 days of fasting during Lent while at the same time count-

ing each Sunday as a “mini Easter” (so if you are fasting from something during Lent, you are allowed 

to break that fast every Sunday). With the change in the date to Easter, Ash Wednesday can be as early 

as February 4th and as late as March 10th.  Pentecost occurs 49 days after Easter (making it the “50th day” 

or “Pentecost” in Greek). This means Pentecost can occur as early as May 10th or as late as June 13th.  

Determining the date of Easter is a matter of balancing two ancient methods of measuring time: solar 

and lunar. Today we use a solar calendar that measures the amount of time it takes the Earth to com-

plete a rotation around the sun. However, in the ancient world many nations marked time according to 

the phases of the moon. This is the case of the Hebrew calendar, which determines the dates of reli-

gious observances in Judaism. Solar and lunar calendars do not correspond perfectly, however, mean-

ing that adjustments are necessary so that they correspond with one another.  

As we read in the Bible, Jesus was crucified right before the Jewish holiday of Passover and rose on the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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third day following his crucifixion. Therefore, the 

date of Easter is determined in part on a lunar 

calendar. Specifically, it is set as the third Sunday 

in the lunar month that has its 14th day (full 

moon) on or after March 21st.  Simple, right? 

However, in the 4th century the church adopted a 

lunisolar calendar that differs from the Jewish 

calendar, meaning that Passover and Easter can 

occur at different times: in 2016 Easter fell on 

March 27th and Passover was almost a month lat-

er on April 23rd.  

Another interesting detail in the church calendar 

is that Easter varies between the church in the 

West and the church in the East (e.g. the Eastern 

Orthodox). This is because of a difference in the 

solar calendars used by these two branches of 

Christianity: in the West we use the Gregorian 

calendar and in the East they use the older Julian 

calendar. Occasionally, Easter falls on the same 

date in both the east and the west. However, 

more often than not, they do not coincide: this 

year we are celebrating Easter on April 9th and 

our Orthodox sisters and brothers will celebrate 

Easter a week later on April 16th.  

Determining the correct date of Easter is a matter 

of some complexity. However, in all this compli-

cated computations, I think there are some im-

portant lessons for us. As Christians we profess 

that in Christ, God who exists separate from and 

outside our experience of time entered into hu-

(Continued from page 1) man history. This means that Jesus Christ was 

born on a particular day and in a particular place 

like any other human, and likewise died on a cer-

tain date and in a certain place. Therefore, our 

faith is ancient but not timeless: it bridges the di-

vide between the world of the past and the world 

of present, but it does not transcend time or re-

gard history as irrelevant. Our calendar has also 

“gathered history” itself: the differences between 

the Church of the East and the Church of the West 

(not to mention between the Jewish and Christian 

calendars), testify to divisions and disagreements 

in the past.  

Finally, Easter reminds us God’s great love for us, 

a love undiminished by human discord: whatever 

date we calculate for it, whatever disagreements 

we have about celebrating it, the tomb is still 

empty, Christ is still risen!  

Yours in Christ, Pastor Dana  
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75th Anniversary Celebration 

There will be an organizational meeting for any-

one wanting to help plan the 75th Anniversary 

Celebration of Faith Lutheran Church on Thurs-

day March 9th at 7pm in the Narthex. The main 

agenda will be to discuss ideas for the anniver-

sary, determine potential dates for the anniver-

sary, and select a person or person(s) to chair or 

co-chair this event. Bring your ideas and 

come!  For those who would like to volunteer, but 

can't attend this meeting, please send your name, 

email and phone number to Bob Henry at rger-

th1155@gmail.com, and let him know of your in-

terest.  

Lenten Worship 

Wednesdays in Lent  7:00 PM 

    Holden Evening Prayer 

April 6    Maundy Thursday 

    7:00 PM 

    Holy Eucharist and  

    Stripping of the Altar 

April 7    Good Friday Worship 

    12:00 Noon and 7:00 PM

   

mailto:rgerth1155@gmail.com
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Ashes to go was a huge success, with 23 people receiving the ashes and prayer. 

From the Pastoral Support Committee 

The Pastoral Support Committee would like to extend best wishes to Pastor Dana and Victoria as they get 

married in a private ceremony this weekend.  We ask all members and friends of Faith to lift them up in 

prayer on Saturday as they celebrate their marriage and love for one another and Bea. 
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 1 Gisela Atkerson 

 2 Doug Dutcher  

 3 Dale Austin 

 5 Aeris Hammonds 

 8 Susan Harper 

 Jade Paumi 

 Kylie Paumi 

11 JoEllen McComb 

12 Linda McDaniel 

13 Judy Templar 

15  Lin Whitley 

16  Charlie Hamilton 

17  Hailey Shannon 

18  Kevin Lentz 

19  Gene Harper 

22 Karl Krause 

23  Walt Keinath 

24  Kathy Egner 

27  Joe Swanson 

28  Betsy Filchak 

29  Ray Hughes 

19 Julie & Mike Keller  

If your birthday or an-

niversary does not ap-

pear here, please let the 

church office know. 

We never intentionally 

leave anyone out! 

December Financial Summary 

Dec  2022        

  
Total Income - 

Month 
Total Expense - 

Month 

Actual Total 
Income Less                      
Actual Total 

Expense 

  
Total Income 

-        YTD 
Total Expense 

- YTD 

Actual Total 
Income Less                      
Actual Total 

Expense  

Budget Forecast $28,658.33  $34,949.28      $343,900.00  $433,563.36    

Actual $38,277.00  $40,027.00  ($1,750.00)   $376,873.00  $409,236.00  ($32,363.00) 

Variance $9,618.67  $5,077.72  ($1,750.00)   $32,973.00  ($24,327.36) ($32,363.00) 

% 133.6% 114.5%     109.6% 94.4%   

We cannot thank our 

Faith Lutheran family 

enough for the warm 

welcome and celebra-

tion of new ministry 

this past week! The in-

stallation service was 

beautiful and we are 

grateful for all the peo-

ple who came together 

to make it such an up-

lifting event. The gener-

osity of this place was 

overflowing: of spirit, 

of music, of talent, of 

hospitality, of delicious 

food! And generous 

giving: over $600 was 

raised for campus min-

istry!  

Our hearts are over-

flowing!  

Dana, Victoria, and Bea  

The Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study has just be-

gun its study of the 

Book of Psalms (150 po-

ems, songs, laments and 

praise).  Learn about the 

five books and the vari-

ety of literary forms. If 

interested, please join 

us at 11:00 AM on 

ZOOM. All are wel-

come. 

Here is the link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/

j/83110124352?

pwd=MzhKL2VsMEtC

MTJ4WTZ1Y2FBei9Bdz

09  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83110124352?pwd=MzhKL2VsMEtCMTJ4WTZ1Y2FBei9Bdz09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83110124352?pwd=MzhKL2VsMEtCMTJ4WTZ1Y2FBei9Bdz09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83110124352?pwd=MzhKL2VsMEtCMTJ4WTZ1Y2FBei9Bdz09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83110124352?pwd=MzhKL2VsMEtCMTJ4WTZ1Y2FBei9Bdz09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83110124352?pwd=MzhKL2VsMEtCMTJ4WTZ1Y2FBei9Bdz09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83110124352?pwd=MzhKL2VsMEtCMTJ4WTZ1Y2FBei9Bdz09 
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Faith Lutheran Church 

1000 Tates Creek Road  

Lexington, KY 40502  

Faith Lutheran Church 

1000 Tates Creek Drive 

Lexington, KY 40502 

Phone: 859-266-7621 

Fax: 859-266-9600 

Email:  

office@faithlutheranchurch.com 

 

Church Council 2022 

Bob Henry, President 

Gayle McGrath, Vice President 

David Templar, Secretary 

Debbie Rosenberg, Treasurer 

Kevin Carey 

Sherri Greer 

Sue Anne Lau 

Brian Lundborg 

Reverend Dana Lockhart, Pastor  

Financial Secretary 

Shane Hadden 

Sunday Worship Schedule  

In-Person Worship 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

Online Streaming, 11:00 AM  

Staff 
 Reverend Dana Lockhart, Pastor 

 859-266-7621 

 pastordana@faithlutheranchurch.com  

 Kathy Egner, Parish Administrator  

 Interim Director of Music 

 office@faithlutheranchurch.com  

 859-266-7621  

 Office hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00-2:00  

 Neil McComb, Sexton  

 859-229-8834  

 Charla Heersche, Learning Center Director  

 fllc859@gmail.com  

 859-268-0108  

 Paige Barricklow, Youth Assistant 

 pebarricklow15@gmail.com 

 859-990-0631 


