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- A Message from Pastor MarkThe Spirituality of Play
When was the last time you lost
yourself in play? When was the last
time you had a hearty laugh? Early
childhood experts stress how play is
learning. But this principle is often
forgotten in adulthood. Yet, every day
that is filled with some kind of playfulness makes that day more worth living. When we play together we form bonds and
build trust with one another. When we engage in
playful activities we experience God’s divine presence delighting together in God’s wondrous creation.
As I write I’m watching preschoolers play in the
parking lot out my office window. The exuberant joy
they exhibit is contagious. Some are playing by
themselves, and others are engaged in group play,
like the 4 boys digging in dirt. Play is not without
risk. I watch as one boy tries to go as fast as he can
on a 5 wheeled toy car. Then he leans too far forward and the back wheels come off the pavement.
He flies over the steering wheel and on to the pavement himself. None of the teachers see his accident, but another boy and girl do. They come to his
aid. I can’t hear what they say to him, but soon his
tears are gone and he’s back on the car. Before long
he’s back up to top speed racing with others back
and forth across the lot. It seems to me that I’ve
just witnessed how play can be healing.
Jaco Hamman in his book, A Play-Full Life: Slowing
Down and Seeking Peace, says, “To grow into playfulness is almost always an act of reclamation and

restoration, reclaiming a part of our lives
that we lost somewhere along the road
of life.” I believe that worship is a form of
play as we participate in the divine drama. Prayer too can take the form of play,
consider it playtime with God.
As we enter into Holy Week and Easter
later this month, I wonder how we can
do so with more playful spirits. I’m looking forward to our Good Friday noontime Stations of
the Cross with a justice emphasis in Woodland Park as
a time of joining with ecumenical partners playing with
how God is calling us to be agents of peace and justice
in our community and world. I also envision the resurrection of our Lord as a most playful unexpected serendipitous event. It seems to fit with Hamman’s assertion that playfulness can be an act of reclamation and
restoration.
We started off our Lenten journey back on Shrove
Tuesday with an evening of playing together. We’re
journeying together through this season of Lent, a time
of turning and changing. I’m sensing a call to being
more playful. I’m wondering how we might incorporate more playfulness into everything we do together.
Easter provides us 7 full weeks of joyful celebration of
how love is stronger than death, and that healing, reconciliation and restoration are already happening and
that our God is a playful God.
Grace, peace and pogo sticks,

Play is the exaltation of the possible –Martin Buber
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The Three Days:
Maundy Thursday
The Way of Love: Practices for JesusCentered Life
Lexington, KY ELCA Ministries Midweek
Lenten Schedule:
April 3 – Bless – hosted jointly by St. Augustine
Campus Ministry at Word of Hope (1870 Armstrong Mill Rd.)
April 10 – Rest & Worship - hosted by Gethsemane
Soup Suppers begin at 6pm, 7-7:30pm Worship
using Holden Evening Prayer, 7:30-8pm Forum
discussion of the practice that was introduced in
worship.

April 18

7:30 pm Holy Communion,
Footwashing and Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday

April 19

Noon Justice Stations of the Cross at Woodland Park

7:30 pm Adoration of the Crucified
The ancient title for this day — The Triumph of the
Cross — reminds us that the church gathers not to
mourn this day but to celebrate Christ’s life-giving
passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of
life.

Holy Saturday

April 20

The church rests and waits…

Easter Vigil

April 20 (Saturday)

8:30pm
This is our passover with Christ from darkness to
light, from bondage to freedom, from death to life —
the heart of our celebration of the Three Days and
the pinnacle of the church's year.

Easter Day
8:30 and 11:00 am

April 21
Festival Eucharist

With great joy we celebrate this day of days
and begin the great fifty days of Easter. Filled
with hope, we go forth to share the news that
Christ is risen!

FLY April Events:
Lent with Disney - April 7
With the help of Disney movies, we will be taking a
look at the themes of Lent!
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The Harstad Fine Arts Series presents its final event of the year, “Plantation Singers,” Wednesday, April 24, 2019
at 7:30 pm. From Charleston, S.C. the Plantation Singers are one of the faces of Gullah Geechee culture. Truth telling is an integral part of their performance; acknowledging adversity and yet preserving hope and delivering ultimate victory of spirit. They will use the art of story, music, and sweet grass basket weaving to tell their story.

Outreach Event
Tuesday, April 23, 2019 at 11:00 am, the Plantation Singers will be at Cheapside Park for an assembly presented to the students of Harrison Elementary School. For information contact tom@harstadarts.com.

Exhibition: Sharron and Wayne Schedler
Beginning early April the leather work of Wayne Schedler and his wife, the late Sharron Schedler, will
share the walls in April, with Sharron's award winning pieces lovingly prepared by Wayne.

April 2019
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Members of Faith,
Faith Lutheran Learning Center invites you to our
Spring Fling on Friday, April 26 from 5:30-7:30 pm.
Admission is $5 pre-sale or $8 at the event. Enter the
gift card drawing for $1 per chance. Please contact
Charla with any questions or to purchase pre-sale
tickets, 859-268-0108.
We’d love to have volunteers to supervise inflatables
or games (middle and high school students or
adults). We also appreciate monetary or gift card
donations for our drawing and silent auction. We are
raising funds for our preschool and K-5 summer programs. We hope to provide enrichment activities for
all students: including outdoor learning, updated materials, and special guests. Materials will also be utilized during the upcoming 2019-2020 school-year.
We will have games, face painting, walking tacos/
fruit/dessert for dinner, a gift card drawing, a silent
auction, and three inflatables (pictured). There will
also be teachers receiving pies in the face – always a
crowd favorite to end the event! We hope you will
join us for a fun evening, and invite your family and
friends.

Bounce house

Slide

Thank you for reading,

Charla Heersche, FLLC Director

KidMin Easter Sunday, April 21st
KidMin kicks off our Great 50 day Feast of Easter with the return of
the Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch between the services. The play area
behind Faith House, the garden areas, and the prayer area will be
holding treasures for the kids. The parking lot will be open for
parking but please be extra careful as our “Little Faiths” will be out
hunting. Children Worship and Wonder will also be held on Easter
Sunday with the first Easter Story: Jesus is Risen - Mary Magdalene.

The Messenger of Faith Lutheran Church

April 2019

Breakfast Potluck
(every first Sunday)
And on Easter!
Join in on April 7th and 21st , at 9:45 AM in the Gathering Area. This is an informal time for all ages to gather in order to connect with others in life and faith. Everyone is invited to bring something to share, be it fruit,
pastries, juice, breakfast casserole, or whatever. If you
forget to bring food to share, then you can still participate and share something about yourself! Volunteers
are needed to help set up or clean up. Please sign up
on the cabinet door in the Gathering Area.

Celebrate 10 years of
A Taste of Grace!
Join the entire ATOG Family in
celebrating 10 years of
supporting our brothers and
sisters across our community.
When: Saturday, April 27
(All day, with formal
programming 5-8 pm)
Location: West Sixth Brewing (501 West 6th Street) A
portion of all sales for the entire day will go toward
A Taste of Grace and our fundraising initiatives.

Tailgating at Keeneland!
The Parish Life Committee is planning
an informal afternoon tailgating for
the races at Keeneland on

Saturday, April 13th.
The Committee will provide sub/
hoagie sandwiches for all to enjoy.
We ask that you bring a dessert or side dish to share and
your own beverages, as well as your own chairs for seating.
Post Time is 1:05 pm (although we
recommend that you arrive earlier). Children
are welcomed!
No tickets needed & no charge of any kind
associated with attendance! Look for the
sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area. Sundays,
March 31 & April 7!
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Global Missions Committee needs
members!
Are you being called to serve?
Dear Supporting Congregations,
Please find attached a summary of our 10th
International Training Course that we held in
January. Health workers, church workers, community leaders and advocates from Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Senegal, Ethiopia, Tanzania,
Kenya, United States, Nicaragua, Guatemala
and Chile participated in the program. Global
Mission of the ELCA provided key support that
made the program possible and sent four of
their staff members and five African health
workers.
In its 10 years,187 people from 25 countries
have participated in the International Training
that imparts the principles and techniques of
participatory and community strategies for
health. The women and men who spent eleven
intense days at the school learned how to form
community health promotion groups, worked
with local organizations to address health issues, explored the role of churches in the
struggles for the right to health and reflected
about factors that ensure a sustainable future.

I would be grateful if you could take the time
to read through this Update, share some of our
joy of how the program has grown over these
past ten years and see highlights from this
year. Your feedback and comments are very
appreciated and welcome.
Blessings,
Karen
PS I hope to see you this summer when I am
on home assignment!
Look for the complete Newsletter on the kiosk
in the Gathering Area!
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Lenten Quiet Day Saturday, April 6
10 am —3 pm. Adults of all ages are invited to a
mini-retreat where we will explore the readings of
the Easter Vigil. Come and prepare yourself anew
for the death and resurrection of our Lord. Please
sign up for the Quiet Day by e-mail at
carl@faithluthernchurch.com or on the sign-up
sheet on the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Area.

Confirmands, parents, and mentors are
encouraged to attend. Adults who also want to
dive back into Luther’s Small Catechism for a
refresher course and to support our confirmands
through their process.The class will be held in
the Faith House 10-10:45a every Sunday,
except those of Potluck Breakfast.

Please join us Sunday mornings in the Youth Room
at 10 am for our current study of 1 Corinthians.
Also on Tuesday at 11 am in the Faith House for a
study on Colossians.
You may be surprised that the challenges of the
early church are like those we face today.

New Member
Inquiry Class
A new member inquiry class will meet on Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. at Faith House (May 14 – June 4).
Pastor Mark will lead a four-week class on what it
means to live the Christian life from a Lutheran
persective. The class is open for all, and will be
especially geared to those inquiring about joining
Faith Lutheran congregation.
We’ll be looking at our baptismal call as a Way of
Seeing, a Way of Hearing, a Way of Teaching, and
a Way of Following. There will also be some orientation in the many ministry opportunities within and through Faith Lutheran congregation.

Easter Lilies and
Tulips
Lilies $8.50 ea.
Tulips $7.25 ea.
Order deadline: April 14, 2019
A Thrivent Financial Action Team Grant has been
requested that would be used to partially cover
the cost of our Easter flowers. After expenses, all
remaining funds will be used to support Pastor's
Discretionary Fund. Pastor
Mark uses that fund to support
members at Faith in times of
need and provide support to
Maxwell Presbyterian Church,
where we refer non-member
callers seeking financial and
other assistance.

Forms for who you want to give in honor
or memory of are in
Sunday worship folders.
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Baptismal Anniversaries
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2

3
4
5
6
8
12
14
16
18
21
22
23
24
26
28
29

Griffin Farrar
Jim Knauss
Andrew Mendenhall
Scott Gralheer
Kolby Cloyd
Gary Chastain
Doug Palmer
Janice Plain
Brighton Perdue
Joseph Bower
David Fegley
Dave McGrew
Jim McGrath
Richard Michel
Chris Reynolds
Gordon Grotrian
Gary Rose
Lucas Parsons
Ned Brown
Janel Watkins
Kevin Carey
Daniel Lau

5
10
17
20
25
26
29

04/01

Kathy Egner
Jennifer Klee

Britton & Stephanie Farrar
Alann & Kristi Karow
Andrew & Katie Mendenhall
Richard & Cindy Heine
Dave & Barbara Palmquist
Neil & JoEllen McComb
Shane & Amy Hadden

Dorina Longarzo
Tim Sorenson
Sue Anne Lau
Kevin Lentz
Paula Klim
Crystal Harstad
Tracy Fugmann

Attendance
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Worship
159
141
187
131
151

Trevor Wilson
04/07

Josh Lundborg

04/09

Kristi Karow

04/10

Steve Knudsen

04/14

Beatrice Lockhart

04/17

Katie House
Andrew Mendenhall

04/18

Samantha Shearer

04/20

JoEllen McComb

Christopher Fenton-Wells
04/22

Hunter Parsons

04/23

Neddy Brown

04/24

Andrea Sabbatine

04/27

Hailey Shannon

Our condolences go out to Chris Fugmann at the death of his
mother, Barbara, and to Leah Hower upon the death of her
grandmother Mary Miller.

February 2019 Financial Summary
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Faith Lutheran Church Council—2019

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM
(Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services)
Sunday School (Sept. through May) 9:45 AM
Staff
Mark Sloss, Pastor
859-266-7621
pastormark@faithlutheranchurch.com
Monday — Thursday 9am-12pm. Day off — Friday
765-437-3879
Tom White, Cantor (Director of Music Ministries)
859-266-7621
cantortom@faithlutheranchurch.com
Weekly schedule posted outside office. Day off —Friday 843-303-1005
Carl Fosnaugh IV, Director of Faith Formation
carl@faithlutheranchurch.com
(Office Hours TBD)
Parish Administrator (vacant)
859-266-7621
office@faithlutheranchurch.com
Monday—Thursday 9:00—3:00, Friday 9:00—12:00
Charla Heersche, Learning Center Director
859-268-0108
childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com
Sexton (vacant)
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus

Thank you to these folks for serving on
council!

Mission Statement:
“As followers of Jesus Christ,
we embrace, reflect and proclaim
God’s unconditional love.”

e-mail: office@faithlutheranchurch.com
website: http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com

Faith Lutheran Church
1000 Tates Creek Road
Lexington, KY 40502

(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600

Roland Born
Ned Brown
Jonathan Delap
Val Dutcher
Shane Hadden
Richard Heine
Carolyn Holmes
Anne Larson
Gayle McGrath
Peyton Zink

