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- FROM PASTOR MARK AND SUSAN One of the values of Faith congrega on ﬁrst expressed to me in
the call process was transparency in communica on. I saw this
desire for openness as the mark of a healthy congrega on, and
the kind of congrega on that I felt called to lead as a pastor. It
is my desire as well to be open and transparent with you and to
share an important part of my current spiritual journey. One of
the common by-products of self-disclosure is a closer rela onship, and I hope that will become the case for us as well.
Some of you may have no ced that my wife Susan doesn’t
a end worship very o en and I want you to know why. Yet,
rather than telling you myself, Susan has graciously agreed to
share her own story with you here:
I went to seminary (Chris an Theological Seminary in
Indianapolis) hoping that my understanding of God
would change; my rela onship with God was crumbling
and I wanted to know why. I was looking for answers
about suﬀering that I saw in my pa ent’s lives and in
my own. “If God is love why do we hurt so much?” was
a hard ques on. And another “Is it okay to be angry at
God for a long me?” And, “How do I pray to a God
who feels absent?” But I was afraid, I doubted I would
be accepted if I asked my cri cal ques ons out loud.
Once there, I gravitated to classes on the Hebrew Bible
(Old Testament) ﬁnding stories of an ancient people
whose ques ons sounded like mine. The biblical writers revealed a complex God in rela onship with a complex people in uncertain mes, this I could relate to! I
discovered the excitement and challenge of learning
the Hebrew language, and in the end wrote my thesis
on my favorite book, Job. In empathizing with Job I
learned that if this is how I feel then this is the place
from which I pray. And Job words became mine, healing con nues to happen as a result.

What started as studying and a ending Jewish services
“to prac ce my Hebrew” gradually grew into something
more. I found more ques ons, and a Jewish tradi on
with a passion for asking them. Although many ﬁnd
the Chris an church can be a good place to engage
ques ons and doubts, I’m ﬁnding a place within another faith tradi on to explore new ideas, ask ques ons,
and experience diﬀerent rituals. I want to follow my
passion, listening deeply to what resonates and le ng
my heart lead. I will con nue my journey, exploring
and learning, supported by my Jewish/interfaith spiritual director, friends, and family. I would be delighted to
have your support as well.

I also want you to know that I support Susan in her spiritual
searching. She helps me to be a be er pastor; our conversa ons
o en provide fresh theological thinking on many fronts. I am
awed at the twists and turns in her spiritual journey as she connues on her path of healing and wholeness. Please feel free to
enter into conversa on about this with me and with Susan
(Susan will be around for social and musical ac vi es!). We each
would be glad to address your ques ons and dialogue with you,
especially in how it might intersect with your own experiences
and spiritual journey.
In Faith, Hope and Love,

Pastor Mark & Susan

Mission Statement: “As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace, reflect and proclaim God’s unconditional love.”
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Saturday, February 11, 2017
The Parish Life Commi ee presents a unique
formal dining experience at Faith, with
individual table service.
Menu sampling to whet your appe te:
Roasted Beef Tenderloin with Henry Bain Sauce
Chicken Cacciatore with toasted
polenta potatoes
Pork Tenderloin with date and cilantro relish
Salmon Sous Vide
Served with salad and dessert
Sea ngs are at 5:00 and 7:00 p.m.
Reserva ons are required.
Call Nancy George 277-7609.
All proceeds beneﬁt Pastor’s Discre onary Fund
Wild Goose Fes val – a four day fes

val at

the intersec on of jus ce, spirituality and the arts,
will be held July 13-16, 2017 in Hot Springs, NC. The
Wild Goose Fes val is an art, music, and story driven
transforma onal experience grounded in faith inspired social jus ce. See more about it at:
www.wildgoosefes val.org. Groups of 10+ get a reduced cket rate.
Please put the date on your calendar and let Pastor know if you
would like to be a part of the group. If we get 10 or more then we’ll
register together for the group rate some me in March or April.

The 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly authorized the crea on of a Social Statement on jusce for women in faith and society. A study
guide for conversa ons to assist in the development of this statement has been developed entled Faith, Sexism, Jus ce, and Pastor Mark
and Judy Page will lead par cipants through the
seven session modules as an Adult Sunday
School oﬀering in January and February of 2017
mee ng in Faith House. From the study guide
introduc on:
As Chris ans we all are living into the
promises of God and are being called to
“do jus ce, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).
We know that Jesus Christ came that we
may have life abundantly (John 10:10),
but in the world around us, it is clear
that countless people are suﬀering under the weight of injus ce. They cannot
live the abundant lives God intends.
Many individuals and their families
struggle emo onally, physically and economically because of the eﬀects of sexism and patriarchy. These forces are personal, religious, social and economic. As
members of the body of Christ that is the
church, we are called to help all people
live abundant lives that are just and suﬃcient – lives in which every individual
and community is commi ed to the mutual values of respect, dignity, interdependence and equity.
Please join us for this very important me of
learning and conversa on.
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FLY…JANUARY EVENTS
1/15: 3:30-5:30 - Ice ska ng at Lexington Ice Center. $8.25 to skate; $2.25 for skate
rental; any extra for snacks.

1/22: Times TBA - serve lunch at the congrega onal mee ng (fundraiser for Youth Gathering).
1/29: 6:00-8:15 - Pizza and movie (Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, PG-13).
Please bring $3 toward cost of pizza.

1/29 - 2/5: Souper Bowl canned goods collec on for God's Pantry. Kevin will email details
closer to the event; Simpsons Sunday school.

First Sunday Potluck Breakfast -

Faith Serves the Community
This holiday season members of Faith have:
- baked 20 turkeys to serve over 150 people at Nathaniel United Methodist Mission's Thanksgiving
Dinner
- provided coats, hats, mi ens and toys for over 50
children
- provided gi s for 10 Seniors who are shut in
- rung the bell for the Red Ke le Campaign, raising
funds to serve needy families
- shopped for household items for a homeless
Veteran who just got into an apartment

beginning on January 8, and the ﬁrst Sunday of
the month therea er, instead of Sunday School,
we will be having a potluck breakfast between
our two morning worship services as a way to
build a stronger sense of community within our
congrega on. Everyone is invited to bring
something to share, be it fruit, pastries, juice, a
breakfast casserole, or whatever. There will be
no formal Sunday School classes on these Sundays, but rather an informal me for all ages to
gather in order to share about what's happening
in your life and faith with each other. If you forget to bring food to share, then you can s ll parcipate as long as you have a joke or word of
wisdom to share instead.

And on January 3 we will prepare and serve a meal
to about 200 homeless men!
We know many of you serve in other capaci es
throughout the Community!!
THANKS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU!!

Living Lutheran monthly magazine, formerly
“The Lutheran”, can be subscribed to or
renewed by using the envelope provided in
your box of 2017 envelopes. The annual cost is
$8.95. Please contact Ruth, for more informa on, oﬃce@faithlutheranchurch.com.
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The following is the list of
persons who have said
they would like to be
listed. Please keep them
in your prayers. In the
future, when pu ng people on the prayer list,
please inform the church
oﬃce if you would like
their names and concerns
to be shared in this way.

Steve Carter, undergoing
dialysis and on kidney
transplant list.
Sydney and Adeline Taber, daughters of Leslie
Taber, con nued growth
as premature infants.
Randy Will, son of Eileen
Will, spinal cord injury.
Henning Egner, dealing
with Alzheimer's.
Bill Eggers, dealing with
Parkinson’s disease
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Financial Secretary's Report
November 1-30, 2016
INCOME TOWARD BUDGET
Oﬀering Envelopes
Loose Oﬀering
Thanksgiving

$30,804.00
202.52
681.00
31,687.52

Total Income Toward Budget

31,687.52

RESTRICTED MONEY
Reimbursements
CC Reimb - Workman's Comp
CC Reimb - Custodial
Global Missions
Music Supplies
Special Funds
Youth Fund
Book Sales
One Time Event/Fundraiser
Na onal Youth Gathering

125.00
370.00
24.00
106.47
625.47
34.00
40.00
4,098.00
369.00
4,541.00

Pass Thru Monies
World Hunger
God’s Pantry
LWR-Fair Trade Sales

386.52
25.00
199.00
610.52

Total Restricted Money
All those in harm’s way
for whatever reason.
Bring us peace in our
me, Lord, and let it
begin with each of us.

The 2017 oﬀering boxes
are ready for pickup in the
narthex. Your number for
2017 is the same as it was
for 2016, and they are arranged in numerical order. Please pick up your
box so the church doesn’t
have to pay $3.00 per box
to have it mailed to
you. Thank you.

5,776.99

TOTAL NOVEMBER RECEIPTS

Comparison to Budget
Contribu ons
Budget
Percent of Budget

2017 OFFERING BOXES

37,464.51

November
31,687.52
35,984.50
88.06%

Year-to-Date
392,315.33
395,829.50
99.11%

Mary S. Hemken, Financial Secretary, 859-268-6801, mshem326@gmail.com
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January Birthdays
2 Carol Larson
3 Jack Cassel
Mary McCormick
4 Louise Heiss
6 Kyle Hagen
Judy McGrew
10 Diana Seidel
11 Irmgard Kindler
12 Emerson Farrar
Sue Anne Lau
Pat Mundt
15 Naomi Nichols
17 Henning Egner
18 Marsha Peasley
Samantha Shearer
19 McKinley Frasier
Jaiden Lentz
David Palmquist
Mary Ann Patrick
21 Martin Shearer
24 Trude Ranta
Bea Rosenberg
Trevor Wilson
28 Kristi Karow
30 Janet Eldred

The staff at Faith thanks
you for your generosity
this past Christmas. The
cards, gifts, and monetary donations were
greatly appreciated. We
feel blessed to serve this
wonderful
congregation.

January 2017
January Anniversaries

13 Dana & Rebecca Lockhart
28 Steve & Teri Knudsen
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DEATHS;
Ron Sensenbach, brother of JoEllen McComb,
died November 18th, in Middletown, NJ.
Robert Picke , father of Peter
Picke , died December 6th,
in Charlo esville, VA.
Alice Whitley, mother of Carol Larson, died December 7th, in Washington.
Ellen Steinbeck, sister of Joyce Rector, died
December 25th.

Sunday,
January 22, 2017,
following the
11:00 service.

A ernoon Sophia will
meet on January 12 at 1
pm at the home of Diana
Seidel. We will be discussing, The Screwtape Le ers,
by C. S. Lewis. Everyone is
welcome and if you are
able to come, please call
Diana at 275-1983,

Has there been a me of joy or sorrow in your
life? Please let Pastor Mark or the church
oﬃce know of life events that have occurred
and how Faith can support you.

O.W.L.s
(Older, Wiser,
Lutherans)
OWLs will meet for
lunch at Suttons Restaurant
on Richmond Road (in the
Kroger Parking Lot.)
January 19th—12:30 p.m.
Hope you will be there to share
your ideas in helping The
OWLs “fly again.”
A endance
November 27
December 1
December 4
December 8
December 11
December 15
December 18

Worship
162
30
176
23
305
11
158

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH.ARTICLES MAY BE EDITED AS TO SIZE, CONTENT AND TIMELINESS.
Marian Lundborg, Messenger Editor, mclundborg@gmail.com
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Service Schedule
Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM
(Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services)
Sunday School (Sept. through May) 9:45 AM
Staﬀ
Mark Sloss, Pastor
266-7621
pastormark@faithlutheranchurch.com
(oﬃce hours by appointment)
765-437-3879
Tom White, Cantor (Director of Music Ministries)
266-7621
cantortom@faithlutheranchurch.com
(oﬃce hours by appointment)
843-303-1005
Ruth Lundborg, Parish Administrator
266-7621
oﬃce@faithlutheranchurch.com
Monday—Thursday 8:00—4:00, Friday 8:00—1:00
Charla Heersche, Child Care Director
268-0108
childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com
Kevin Lentz, Coordinator of Youth Ministries
948-5159
lentz.kevin@gmail.com
Brian Lundborg, Sexton
388-4022
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus
Marian Lundborg, Messenger Editor mclundborg@gmail.com
559-3784

(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600

e-mail: oﬃce@faithlutheranchurch.com
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Faith Lutheran Church Council—2016
Tim Sorenson, President
David Templar, Vice President
Debbie Rosenberg, Treasurer
Sandra Palmer, Secretary
Ned Brown
Shane Hadden
Charlie Hamilton
Jim McGrath
Diane Nicely

website: h p://www.faithlutheranchurch.com

