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- A Message from Pastor Mark- 

     This month I want to share with you about the 
National Youth Gathering that Leah Hower and I 
had the privilege of attending with 6 of our High 
School Youth this past June and July in Houston, 
Texas.  The theme of the Gathering was ‘This 
Changes Everything.’  If you were at worship 
Sunday, September 30, then you heard first hand 
from the youth about how they’ve been changed 
through participating in that event.   
     I personally came home filled with hope for the 
future of the church and for the ELCA, and a 
deeper connection with these 6 unique and 
marvelous young people of Faith congregation.  
Each evening we were encouraged to reflect on the 
day for 15 minutes with a ‘Final 15’ devotion and 
sharing time.  Our Final 15 always lasted 30 
minutes or longer.  I’m hopeful as I saw these 
young men and women growing in discipleship and 
a passion for service and changing the world.  And 
even though they are all so different and unique, 
they bonded into a supportive group, respectfully 
listening and caring for one another.  They also 
found creative ways to have fun and play together 
too.  I’m proud of them all, and I invite you to read 
their stories of their experience (and Leah’s too).  
Here’s a start on those reflections and some 
additional ones will appear in next month’s 
Messenger. 

 
 
 

October 2018 

From Michael Holmes (now a student at UK): 
My experience at the Youth Gathering this year was one 
that I will remember.  While I was not the best participant 
at the Youth Gathering, I did learn a few key ideas and came 
out with a few gems.  While I was there I did not feel part of 
the thirty thousand. I do not enjoy being around large 
groups of people I do not know, and I have trouble starting 
conversations with strangers. This made the role I was given 
during the service learning day very difficult as we were 
writing letters to victims of human trafficking.  During the 
Interactive learning day, I found that all the activities that 
interested me had long lines and since Sean and I could not 
decide on what we wanted to do, and we did not want to 
wait in line, we spent the day resting.  During Synod day I 
found that the interactions that I had with the other people 
that I had were nice, but I did not connect on a personal 
level to the other people in our synod outside of the Faith 
Lutheran and Gethsemane group.  Even then I struggle with 
names and do not remember everybody’s name in the 
Gethsemane group that went.   

Continued on page 2 
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Then at nights when we went to the mass gathering I found myself 
overwhelmed by the long lines, the giant prices and the way too loud music.  
Sorry for all the complaining.  On a happier note, although I struggled being 
part of the thirty thousand attendees I did feel connected to the group at 
Faith.  I spent a lot of time with them and I enjoyed myself.  Not only that 
but a few of the lessons I picked up from the speakers were marvelous.  
Here are a few of the lessons that I would like to share.  The world is not fair, 
but God calls us to work and has us do amazing things.  We each need to 
work together and through our hands make changes.  God loves you as 
yourself.  When you feel as though you have done something so wrong and 
there is no redemption, remember that there is grace for that.  Thank You. 
 
From Peyton Zink (10th grader this year): 
The 2018 youth gathering was the first youth gathering I’ve been to.  I had 
no idea what to expect.  When I was there I noticed unity, friendship, and 
faith join hand in hand, as we learned more about our faith and what it 
means to be a Lutheran.  Everyone was accepting and kind to each other.  I 
have never felt closer to God then during the gathering, especially during the mass gatherings.  There were so 
many amazing speakers.  My favorite two were Nadia Bolz-Weber and Maria Rose Belding.  They shared their 
personal life stories with us and showed us that God is anywhere and everywhere.  I felt changed when I came 
back to Lexington.  Kinda cliché, but I felt more connected with God then I had in a long time.  It made me realize 
that God is with us no matter what and he loves us.  I had a once in a lifetime experience in Houston and I’m very 
excited for the next youth gathering. 
 
From Leah Hower (Adult Leader) 
    Faith has an amazing group of teenagers! I’m thankful for the opportunity to spend the week with them in 
Houston.  A few highlights for me include: 
     Our service project day, where we visited a non-profit coffee shop called 2nd Cup that supports victims of 
Human Trafficking. We learned about human trafficking from an organization called Unbound and made 
inspirational cards for victims of human trafficking. 
     The evening speakers hit on some tough subjects such as, body image issues, addiction, sexual assault, sexual 
orientation, and self-harm. These speakers helped open up some serious dialog with the youth during our evening 
discussions back at the hotel.   

     The message that resonates with me the most was part of Saturday 
evening. We were instructed to snap a picture with our cell phones of a 
message on the big screen and send it to someone. The message read 
“May God hold you in the grip of hope.”  After the message was sent, 
we were told to turn on our cell phone flashlight, and hold it close to 
our body so the light didn’t shine. On the count of 3 we lifted our 
phones in a wave beginning at the stage and going all the way to the 
back of the venue. Light from all the cell phones filled NRG stadium. 
Then we brought our phones back down into darkness again.   All the 
light represented the hope and love in the hearts of those 30,000 
people; that hope and love that could be shared in our communities 
back home. It only takes one glimmer of light to start something 

amazing. 
     I got to witness the youth experience new foods, first plane rides, maybe even the first time being so far away 
from parents. We got to visit the Houston Art Museum, visit the wall of water, which was really a wall of water!  
The largest mall in Texas that has an ice skating rink in it, which was a definitely a first for me! 

Continued on page 6 
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FLY Events 
6th—12th grade 

 
10/14 Breakout...details TBA 
10/28 Halloween party, E.T movie  
 and pizza.  6:00 PM 
11/11 Game Night  6:45 -8:15 PM 
12/02 Champs roller skating, laser tag and  
 mini-golf from 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
12/30 6th day of Christmas party 
 

For more information contact: 
Kevin Lentz (lentz.kevin@gmail.com) 
Leah Hower (lghky221@gmail.com) 

KidMin Event 
Saturday, October 13 
Plan to join us for a fun outing to Evans Orchard 
and Pumpkin Patch. Times, carpool options and 
details forthcoming.  

Annual Blessing of the Animals 

4:00 pm, Sunday, October 7 in the parking lot 
area. Please have pets kenneled or leashed!   

Global Missions Sunday—October 14th 
 

   The Gospel of Mark says “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to 

the whole creation.”  Faith Lutheran Church has had a long history of pro-

claiming God’s unconditional love, from Nairobi, Kenya, to Berlin, Germany, 

to Argentina and Chile, to Haiti, and even to refugees right here in Lexington.  October 14th is Global Mis-

sions Sunday, where we emphasize that we are a church together for the whole world.  This year marks the 

10th anniversary of “God’s work and our hands” in supporting Chez Moi (My Home) orphanage for Haitian 

girls.  We also celebrate the medical school graduations of two of our Haitian scholarship students, Johnson 

Deshommes & Stevenson Dimanche.  You can congratulate and wish them well by signing the cards we will 

have on hand in the Gathering Area. 
 

Also, don’t miss visiting our other resource tables about:  

•    Faith’s sponsored missionary Karen Anderson’s work in Chile with EPES.  

•    Grace Missions’ orphanage and scholarship program in Haiti.  
 

There will be resource materials and opportunities to participate in these wonderful missions.  You can con-

tribute to Karen’s mission in Chile by using the missionary support envelope in your bulletin to place a do-

nation into the offering plate. You can also sign up to sponsor a scholarship for one of the girls at Chez 

Moi.  Or, you can support one of the girls by paying for their monthly living expenses.   
 

Additionally, the Global Missions team will be selling metal art to benefit the Haitian scholarship fund, as 

well as coffee and chocolate to help the farmers who grow these products. 
 

Join us on Sunday, October 14th in celebrating Christ’s church around the world.    
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New Member Inquiry Class 
     The New Member Inquiry Class continues 
through October 21,  9:45 a.m., at Faith House.  
Pastor Mark leads this five-week class on what it 
means to live the Christian life from a Lutheran 
perspective. 
     This class is open for all, and will be especially 
geared to those inquiring about potential 
membership into the Faith Lutheran congregation. 
We will be looking at Lutheranism as a Way of 
Seeing, a Way of Hearing, a Way of Teaching and a  
Way of Following.  
     There will be some orientation in the many 
ministry opportunities within the Faith 
congregation. 

The Stewardship Ministry Team at Faith Lutheran 
Church would like to share the logo & theme that 
we’ve chosen for this year’s campaign . 

It incorporates all that we have to offer God, with 
thanksgiving – our time, our talent, and our 
treasure. 

You will see and hear this Message in many 
formats and from many Members throughout our 
Season of Giving. 

Please continue to pray for Faith Lutheran Church 
and all of our individual ministries as we begin to 
close out 2018 and look forward with joy to all 
that God has planned for us in 2019 !! 

 

In Christ, Your Stewardship Ministry Team: 

Val Dutcher – Team Chair/Council Liaison  
Pete Gross - Member 
Ned Brown – Council Liaison  
Joe Swanson - Member 
Dave Templar – Council President  
Liz Weber - Member 

Weekly Household Devotions 
 

Weekly Household Devotion sheets are now 
provided in your Sunday worship folder.  They are 
intended to help keep the conversation about the  
service’s gospel story going strong throughout the 
week. There are also ideas and suggestions of 

activities to grow in faith  together as a family. 
Take them home and use them perhaps around 
the dinner table or at bedtime as a jump start  for 
sharing together your responses to God’s Living 
Word at work within you. Feel free to use them in 
whatever way works best for you.  You can also  
download them online at 
www.faithformationjourneys.org 
May you find rich blessings in this extension of our 
worship throughout  your week. 

Adult Bible Discussion Group 
Faith will be starting an adult Bible discussion on 

October 21 during the Sunday School hour at 10:00 

in the Youth Room. The study will be led by Doug 

Hahn and Richard Heine. We intend to start with a 

study of Ephesians. All are welcome. Please let 

Richard know if you are interested or just show up. 



     The Parish Life Committee is planning an informal afternoon tailgating for the races at Keeneland on 
Saturday, October 13. The Committee will provide sub/hoagie sandwiches for all to enjoy. 

 We ask that you bring a dessert or side dish to share and your own beverages, as well as your own 
chairs for seating. 

 Post Time is 1:05 p.m. (Although we recommend that you arrive earlier) 
 Children are welcomed!     
 No tickets needed & no charge of any kind associated with attendance! 
 
     We will be in the designated tailgating lot which is located adjacent to the Entertainment Center and 
Keene Barn. It is accessible via Gate 1 at no charge.  Complimentary shuttle service is available to the 
grandstand area. Keeneland’s enhanced tailgating lot, dubbed “The Hill”, takes tailgating to a whole new 
level with a variety of fan-friendly amenities including food trucks, Bluegrass music, a jumbo television 
screen, the Keeneland Gift Shop, wagering options and Keeneland’s BETologists. 
     Look for the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area, through October 7! 
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Tailgating at Keeneland! 

     We hope that you will plan to join us at Faith 
Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 20th from 4 
PM to 6 PM for an “Octoberfest” event to benefit 
the wonderful work of Mission Lexington.   There 
will also be an opportunity to meet their new 
Executive Director!  
 Just to give you an idea of how many are 
being served by Mission Lexington:  “August is a very 
busy time: 8 vision clinics, 8 dental clinics, 15 
medical clinics, and every Saturday we have standing 
room only in our waiting room for Faith Pharmacy.”  
 As part of the Silent Auction to be held 
during our Octoberfest Event, we are looking for 
Members of Faith Lutheran who would be willing to 
offer their “personal services” for sale. Maybe you 
could offer your babysitting services to parents who 
just want to go out to dinner (“date night”) … or 
offer to mow someone’s yard … or take someone to 
the Airport to catch a flight (saving them parking 
fees) … or teach someone how to scrapbook. For 
example, I would PAY for someone to teach me how 
to crochet … I would PAY someone who is an expert 
at using Ancestry.com to take an hour and teach me 
how to navigate the site. Got the idea?   If YOU have 

an idea of some type of “personal services” you 
could offer for sale at Octoberfest, please contact 
Val Dutcher (val.dutcher@toyota.com)   
     There will be no ticket sales for our Octoberfest 
Event (Free Will Donations) but we do need an 
accurate headcount for food, so please either enroll 
on our Sign-Up Sheet beginning September 2, or call 
the church office. 
 
 In closing, please keep Mission Lexington in 
your thoughts and prayers for all the important 
work they do for so many in our community:  “We 
serve a population that either works or wants to 
work but lacks the financial resources to access 
healthcare in the marketplace. These individuals 
are a workforce resource that are vital for a 
Forward-thinking visionary community to prosper. 
Your philanthropy benefits not only individuals but 
our community at large.” 

* OCTOBERFEST UPDATE * 
Personal Services Auction to Benefit  

Mission Lexington 
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Opportunities to Serve this Fall at 

St. Augustine’s Chapel 
 

Meals—You are invited to feed the 
students’ body and help feed their soul. 
Each Sunday St. A’s provides a meal to 
the students. If you would like to provide 
a meal or get your church community to 
provide a month of meals, we’d be 
grateful. We eat at 7:00 PM and usually 
serve 8 to 10, you are invited to join us 
for the meal. 
 

Donations—St. A’s is always in need of 
bottled water, snacks and other small 
items to be donated to the students. 
Check out the Wish List page on our 
website for more information. If you 
would like to make a larger donation, 
contact Rob for a conversation about 
how to best serve the students.  
 
Chapel Attendant—Do you have some 
extra time in the daytime or evening? 
Consider donating some of your time to 
St. A’s and become a chapel attendant. 
It’s simple. Come to the chapel for an 
hour or two and make sure we can keep 
the doors open for students, faculty and 
staff who need the sanctuary we can 
provide. Fill out a volunteer form found 
on St. Augustine’s website or contact 
Rob. We look forward to hearing from 
you and thank you so much for being 

part of our St. A’s community.  
 
Contact: 
Campus Minister Rob 
859-489-1222 
StAsAtUK@gmail.com 

     I also got to talk to some locals when using Uber to get around 
the city. I got to talk to one of our drivers about hurricane 
Harvey, and the devastating toll it took on Houston. The driver 
shared his story with us.  He wanted to help others, but he 
wasn’t able to get more than a mile away from his home the first 
4 days after the hurricane hit. Uber instructed them not to drive, 
because it wasn’t safe. He ignored them, and took his large truck 
out to help people that were stranded.  He also shared with us 
that his son had just purchased his first home, and had already 
done quite a bit of remodeling and when Harvey hit, the house 
flooded, and he had to redo everything again.  He seemed 
saddened by the toll that Harvey took on his city, but he was 
thankful for the support from aid workers, and the youth 
gathering participants that were they to help clean up parts of 
the city that hadn’t been touched yet.  
     As with any trip, there were also certain challenges at the 
gathering. Whether that challenge was keeping the group 
together, or picking what food to eat, what to do in free time, 
and contending with the other people, and waiting, lots of 
waiting!   One such challenge was on the first night in Houston.  
On the way back to the hotel I ordered pizza for the group. It was 
around 10pm, so plenty of places were still open for delivery. We 
had our final 15 minute debrief of the day and hung out waiting 
on the pizza. The group was in and out of my hotel room that we 
used as the gathering space, chatting, and snacking on our finds 
from Target earlier that day.  I kept checking my phone for 
updates, and around 2am, the pizza finally showed up. That’s 4 
hours later! The delivery driver looked exhausted, and then told 
us that there had been over 1200 pizzas ordered in a 2 hour time 
frame, and that Dominos couldn’t handle the volume and had to 
cancel many orders. Luckily we got our pizza. Several of our 
group had given up and went to bed so we ate, and parted ways. 
The following morning, there was leftover pizza for breakfast!  
     Thank you again for your support in sending these incredible 
young people to Houston, and allowing me the opportunity to 
accompany them on their journey and witness their growing 
relationships with each other and with God.   

Continued from page 2 
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October Anniversaries 

  
4 Carl & Lois Lange 
5 John & Nancy George 
 Anthony & Kristy Cloyd 
15 Al & Carol Akers 
22 Gary & Ann Rose 
23 Mike & Kelly Parsons 
27 Peter  & Kristen Pickett 
28 Ole & Kerstin Wendoth  

Wedding: 
John Slevin and Patty Trump were married 
on September 12th. 
 
Deaths:   
Jim Burnside, husband of Ellie, father of 
Brent and Eric, died September 22nd. 
 
Jim Morrow’s sister, Jackie True 
 
Gene Harper’s sister, Martha 

Attendance Worship  
Sept. 2 130 
Sept. 9 166 
Sept. 16 145 
Sept. 23 119 
 

October Birthdays 
1 Debbie Carter 

 Sean Young 

2 Lois Lange 

4 Helmut Schumacher 

5 Abby Grotrian 

 Traci Horrell 

6 Chris Collins 

8 Don Deluca 

11 Heepke Wendroth 

 Jill Shearer 

15 Peyton Zink 

16 Cisco Hadden 

 Barbara Palmquist 

 Joseph Sievers 

18 Robin Johnson 

20 Jennifer Barricklow 

 Amanda Terry 

 August Zoller 

22 Derrion Jones 

 Dana Lockhart 

 Pam Silva 

23 Steve Carter 

24 Bront Davis 

 Lois Whitehouse 

26 Julia Hamilton 

 Richard Heine 

27 Hazel Bower  

28 Kate Hanford 

 Eva Lau 

30 LaDawn Reynolds 

 James Sievers 

31 Nancy Krause 

 Carl Lange 
August 2018 Financial Summary 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 
Just a reminder that Faith records each Sunday’s lessons 
and the Sunday sermon. It is available on the church’s 
website http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com. Click on 
“Audio Sermons” in the right column of the home page.  
Just scroll down and click on the week that you want to 
hear – no security codes needed. We are also interested in 
providing other methods for those persons that don’t have 
internet access. If you are interested in another method, 
contact Richard Heine at rcheine@twc.com.  

http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com
mailto:rcheine@twc.com
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Service Schedule 
 

Sunday Worship 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 6:00 PM 
   (Nursery provided during the 8:30 and 11:00 AM services) 

Sunday School  (Sept. through May)  9:45 AM 
 

Staff 
Mark Sloss, Pastor 266-7621 
 pastormark@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 (Call or email for appointment / Day off—Friday) 765-437-3879 
Tom White, Cantor (Director of Music Ministries) 266-7621 
 cantortom@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 (Call or email for appointment / Day off—Friday) 843-303-1005  
 
Church Office 266-7621 
 office@faithlutheranchurch.com 
 Monday—Thursday 9:00—3:00, Friday 9:00—12:00 
Charla Heersche,  Learning Center Director  268-0108 
 childcare@faithlutheranchurch.com 
Brian Lundborg, Sexton  967-4566 
H. Gene Templar, Pastor Emeritus  
 

(859) 266-7621 or (859) 266-9600           e-mail:  office@faithlutheranchurch.com           

 website:  http://www.faithlutheranchurch.com 

Mission Statement:    

“As followers of Jesus Christ,  

we embrace, reflect and proclaim 

God’s unconditional love.” 

Faith Lutheran Church Council—2018 
 

David Templar: President 
Kelly Parsons: Vice: President 
Charlie Hamilton: Secretary 

Debbie Rosenberg: Treasurer 
Ned Brown 
Val Dutcher 

Shane Hadden 
Anne Larson 

Gayle McGrath 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 
1000 Tates Creek Road 
Lexington, KY  40502 
 
 


